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SUMMARY 

 

As a result of accident and incident data, the FAA amended its guidance on stall 

training and is initiating changes to regulations for the training of pilots. To provide 

guidance to training providers, the FAA issued a Safety Alert for Operators (SAFO), 

revised the Airline Transport Pilot Practical Test Standards (PTS), and issued an 

advisory circular.  These new guidance materials focus on reducing angle of attack 

to initiate stall recovery.  

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 As a result of accident and incident data analysis, the FAA amended its guidance on 

stall training and is initiating changes to regulations for the training of pilots.  Prior to the issuance of 

this guidance, stall training for airline transport pilots had become a precision flying maneuver which 

emphasized power (or thrust) for recovery.  Some training programs inappropriately emphasized 

maintaining altitude during recovery and arbitrarily assigned a predetermined value (in feet) as an 

evaluation criterion.  To provide guidance to training providers, the FAA issued a Safety Alert for 

Operators (SAFO), revised the airline transport pilot Practical Test Standards (PTS), and issued an 

advisory circular.  

2. DISCUSSION  

2.1 The FAA issued a Safety Alert for Operators (SAFO) 10012 in July 2010, which 

noted a reduction of angle of attack, required to initiate recovery, will likely result in altitude loss. The 

amount of altitude loss will be affected by the operational environment.  The SAFO notes that 

operators and training centers should ensure that training and the evaluation criteria for a recovery 

from a stall or approach to stall do not mandate a predetermined value for altitude loss. 

2.2 The FAA also amended the approach to stall task in the Practical Test Standards 

(PTS) for airline transport pilots.  This amendment eliminated the language referring to “minimum 

loss of altitude” and states, “evaluation criteria for a recovery from an approach to stall should not 

mandate a predetermined value for altitude loss and should not mandate maintaining altitude during 

recovery.”  Additionally, the PTS recommends one of the three required approaches to a stall should 

be accomplished by commands to the autopilot, if installed.  The revised PTS also notes that when 

published, the aircraft manufacturer’s procedures for the specific make/model/series airplane take 

precedent over the identification and recovery actions herein. 
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2.3 Recently, the FAA issued Advisory Circular 120-109, Stall and Stick Pusher 

Training. The AC provides guidance on the training of the approach to stall maneuver and 

demonstration of stick pusher for transport category aircraft. The AC provides comprehensive 

guidance on the development of an effective stall recognition/recovery training program using 

scenario-based training. The AC also offers a generic stall recovery template which could be used by 

operators of aircraft which has no manufacturer’s recommended procedure.  The Advisory Circular is 

consistent with the SAFO and revision to the PTS. 

2.4 Lastly, full aerodynamic stall training will be required in the rewrite of 14 CFR 121 

subparts N & O, Qualification, Service, and Use of Crewmembers and Aircraft Dispatchers and is 

supported by the guidance material contained in AC 120-109.  This amendment to the current 

regulations is scheduled to be published in October 2013.   

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information contained in this working paper. 

a) The meeting is requested to review any guidance or regulations that may focus on 

maintaining altitude or predetermined altitude loss during stall recovery and 

revise such requirements so manufacturer’s procedures for specific 

make/model/series takes precedence; 

b) The meeting is encouraged to review FAA issued Advisory Circular 120-109, 

Stall and Stick Pusher Training. 

 

 END  


